
USE
BOTOX® is used to treat increased muscle stiffness in people 2 years and older with spasticity. BOTOX has not been 
shown to help people perform task-specific functions with their upper limbs or increase movement in joints that are 
permanently fixed in position by stiff muscles.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
BOTOX may cause serious side effects that can be life 
threatening. Get medical help right away if you have 
any of these problems any time (hours to weeks) after 
injection of BOTOX: 
  •  Problems swallowing, speaking, or breathing, due to 

weakening of associated muscles, can be severe and 
result in loss of life. You are at the highest risk if these 
problems are preexisting before injection. Swallowing 
problems may last several months. 

  •  Spread of toxin effects. The effect of botulinum toxin 
may affect areas away from the injection site and 

cause serious symptoms, including loss of strength 
and all-over muscle weakness; double vision; blurred 
vision; drooping eyelids; hoarseness or change or loss 
of voice; trouble saying words clearly; loss of bladder 
control; trouble breathing; and trouble swallowing.

Please see additional Important Safety Information  
in the following pages and on pages 26 and 27.
Please see accompanying Consumer Brief Summary  
or visit https://www.rxabbvie.com/pdf/botox_pi.pdf  
for Full Prescribing Information.

NO GOAL 
IS TOO SMALL

A story for people living A story for people living 
with Spasticitywith Spasticity

http://www.rxabbvie.com/pdf/botox_pi.pdf
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IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION (continued)
BOTOX may cause loss of strength or general muscle weakness, vision problems, or dizziness within hours to weeks of 
receiving BOTOX. If this happens, do not drive a car, operate machinery, or do other dangerous activities. 

Do not receive BOTOX if you are allergic to any of the ingredients in BOTOX (see Medication Guide for ingredients);  
had an allergic reaction to any other botulinum toxin product such as Myobloc® (rimabotulinumtoxinB),  
Dysport® (abobotulinumtoxinA), or Xeomin® (incobotulinumtoxinA); have a skin infection at the planned injection site.

The dose of BOTOX is not the same as, or comparable to, another botulinum toxin product.

ABOUT THIS STORY
This story is intended to provide 
helpful information about BOTOX® 
as a treatment option for people 
living with Spasticity. Botulinum 
toxin has been studied by scientists 
for more than 100 years. BOTOX® 
was approved to treat Adult Upper 
Limb Spasticity in 2010 and Adult 
Lower Limb Spasticity in 2016.
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Please see additional Important Safety Information in the following pages and  
on pages 26 and 27.

INSPIRED BY REAL PATIENT STORIES
Meet Ellen. Ellen is 48 years old, and her 
stroke occurred shortly after her 42nd 
birthday. She was diagnosed with  
Upper Limb and Lower Limb Spasticity  
and treats her condition with BOTOX®.  
Prior to receiving BOTOX®, Ellen was able  
to walk but occasionally used a wheelchair 
for ease to move around.

Always consult your doctor before  
making any treatment decisions.

Spasticity can happen for many different  
reasons, such as Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI), 
Multiple Sclerosis (MS), Spinal Cord Injury (SCI), 
and Cerebral Palsy (CP) but often occurs after 
a stroke. When you have Spasticity, you may 
have hands or fingers that are stiff and can’t be 
unclenched; a tight, bent elbow; or curled toes 
that make it hard to walk. 
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IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION (continued)
Serious and/or immediate allergic reactions have been reported, including itching; rash; red, itchy welts; wheezing; 
asthma symptoms; dizziness; or feeling faint. Get medical help right away if you experience symptoms; further 
injection of BOTOX should be discontinued. 
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Please see additional Important Safety Information in the following pages and  
on pages 26 and 27.

Ellen grabbed her cane and headed to  
the kitchen for coffee. She felt a slight 
stiffness in her left wrist and left foot—
thank goodness it was almost time for her 
next BOTOX® appointment.

It’d been nearly 6 years since Ellen was 
diagnosed with Upper and Lower Limb 
Spasticity, and she had adjusted well. 

She thought about life before her stroke. 
Did she miss it? Sometimes. 

But was she proud of how far  
she’d come? Absolutely. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION (continued)
Tell your doctor about all your muscle or nerve conditions, such as ALS or Lou Gehrig’s disease, 
myasthenia gravis, or Lambert-Eaton syndrome, as you may be at increased risk of serious side effects, 
including difficulty swallowing and difficulty breathing from typical doses of BOTOX.  
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Ellen’s stroke happened shortly 
after her 42nd birthday. In the 
months that followed, she noticed 
that the muscles in her left hand 
and left foot became stiff. Her wrist 
bent, and her thumb dug into her 
palms. Sometimes, her toes would 
clench up too. Getting ready in 
the morning had become more 
challenging for her.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION (continued)
Tell your doctor if you have any breathing-related problems. Your doctor may monitor you for breathing problems 
during your treatment with BOTOX for spasticity. The risk of developing lung disease in patients with reduced lung 
function is increased in patients receiving BOTOX.
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Please see additional Important Safety Information in the following pages and  
on pages 26 and 27.

She remembers telling her doctor 
that it would mean everything if 
getting ready for the day was less 
challenging so that she could feel 
like less of a burden. So, when he 
suggested BOTOX® as an option to 
treat her Spasticity, she was excited 
to give it a try. 

Ellen didn’t want her Spasticity  
to define her.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION (continued)
Bronchitis and upper respiratory tract infections (common colds) have been reported. Bronchitis was reported 
more frequently in adults receiving BOTOX for upper limb spasticity. Upper respiratory infections were also reported 
more frequently in adults with prior breathing-related problems with spasticity. In pediatric patients treated with 
BOTOX for upper limb spasticity, upper respiratory tract infections were reported more frequently. In pediatric 
patients treated with BOTOX for lower limb spasticity, upper respiratory tract infections were  
not reported more frequently than placebo. 
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Ellen sat down next to Paul as 
he poured coffee into her mug. 

“Excited for lunch with your friends 
today?” he asked.

Before Ellen responded, she 
thought about how much more 
enjoyable morning coffee with 
Paul was since starting treatment 
with BOTOX®. 

She smiled, looking down at the 
warm, steaming mug.

“They haven’t seen me since I started 
treatment with BOTOX®,” she replied.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION (continued)
Tell your doctor about all your medical conditions, including if you have or have had bleeding problems; have 
plans to have surgery; had surgery on your face; have weakness of forehead muscles, trouble raising your eyebrows, 
drooping eyelids, and any other abnormal facial change; are pregnant or plan to become pregnant (it is not known if 
BOTOX can harm your unborn baby); are breastfeeding or plan to (it is not known if BOTOX passes into breast milk). 
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Please see additional Important Safety Information in the following pages and  
on pages 26 and 27.

Because of her condition, 
getting ready took her a 
little longer. Still, Ellen was 
proud of her progress with 
getting ready. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION (continued)
Tell your doctor about all the medicines you take, including prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, 
and herbal supplements. Using BOTOX with certain other medicines may cause serious side effects. Do not start any 
new medicines until you have told your doctor that you received BOTOX in the past.  



10

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION (continued)
Tell your doctor if you received any other botulinum toxin product in the last 4 months; have received injections 
of botulinum toxin such as Myobloc®, Dysport®, or Xeomin® in the past (tell your doctor exactly which product you 
received); have recently received an antibiotic by injection; take muscle relaxants; take an allergy or cold medicine; 
take a sleep medicine; take aspirin-like products or blood thinners. 

As her taxi driver headed toward the city, Ellen 
reflected upon the last time she saw her friends. 
They all were incredibly supportive, but deep down 
she felt like an outcast. Ellen didn’t like the constant 
doting and overcompensating from her friends; it 
was awkward and although it made her feel robbed 
of her dignity, it also motivated her to talk to her 
doctor about available treatment options.
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Please see additional Important Safety Information in the following pages and  
on pages 26 and 27.

Twenty minutes later, Ellen arrived at the restaurant.  
Marcus and Lisa met her with hugs and kisses.

Once inside, the friends went around the table catching up 
on all the events that were missed: birthdays, graduations, 
and even a few health scares. After everyone else had 
shared, they turned to Ellen.



12

“So, Ellen, how’ve you been? What’s new?” 
Marcus asked.

“Well, I’ve started treatment with BOTOX® 
for my Spasticity,” Ellen quipped.

“BOTOX®?!” her friends bellowed in unison. 

“That can be used for Spasticity?”  
Lisa asked. 

“Ha! How’d I know you were going to be  
surprised.” Ellen said, laughing. 

Ellen explained that BOTOX®  
injections are locally administered  
and work differently than oral  
medications when treating Spasticity.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION (continued)
Other side effects of BOTOX include dry mouth; discomfort or pain at the injection site; tiredness; headache; neck 
pain; eye problems such as double vision, blurred vision, decreased eyesight, drooping eyelids, swelling of your 
eyelids, and dry eyes; drooping eyebrows; and upper respiratory tract infection.

For more information refer to the Medication Guide or talk with your doctor. 

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/
medwatch or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see accompanying Consumer Brief Summary or visit https://www.rxabbvie.com/pdf/botox_pi.pdf  
for Full Prescribing Information.
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Please see additional Important Safety Information in the following pages and  
on pages 26 and 27.

Ellen continued to explain that BOTOX® helps reduce the tightness in her muscles. Since starting treatment, she’d 
experienced improvements and was happy she found a way to enjoy one of her favorite hobbies. 

“Ah Ell, this is great to hear. Especially since we knew how frustrated you were at times,” Marcus said.

“My doctor injects BOTOX® into the specific muscles within my 
body that have been affected by Spasticity,” Ellen said, pointing 
to her left wrist and foot.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION (continued)
If you are having difficulty paying for your medicine, AbbVie may be able to help.  
Visit AbbVie.com/myAbbVieAssist to learn more.  

https://www.fda.gov/safety/medwatch-fda-safety-information-and-adverse-event-reporting-program
https://www.fda.gov/safety/medwatch-fda-safety-information-and-adverse-event-reporting-program
http://www.rxabbvie.com/pdf/botox_pi.pdf
http://abbvie.com/myabbvieassist
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IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
BOTOX may cause serious side effects that can be life threatening. Get medical help right away if you have any 
of these problems any time (hours to weeks) after injection of BOTOX: 

  •  Problems swallowing, speaking, or breathing, due to weakening of associated muscles, can be severe and result in  
loss of life. You are at the highest risk if these problems are preexisting before injection. Swallowing problems may 
last several months.
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Please see additional Important Safety Information in the following pages and  
on pages 26 and 27.

As they polished off their appetizers, Lisa cringed,  
“I don’t know how you do needles. Don’t they 
bother you?” Ellen smiled, shaking her head no.

She told them that fine needles are used, but 
they may cause some discomfort. “BOTOX® is 
only injected into my affected muscles. If any 
pain occurs where the needle is inserted, it’s 
temporary,” she added.

Ellen took a sip of water, then finished, “My doctor 
does it right in his office.” 

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION (continued)
  •  Spread of toxin effects. The effect of botulinum toxin may affect areas away from the injection site and cause 

serious symptoms, including loss of strength and all-over muscle weakness; double vision; blurred vision; drooping 
eyelids; hoarseness or change or loss of voice; trouble saying words clearly; loss of bladder control; trouble 
breathing; and trouble swallowing.  
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“Honestly,” she began,  
“I was hesitant at first  
because BOTOX® is a toxin.  
My doctor explained that  
BOTOX® is FDA approved to treat  
both Upper and Lower Limb Spasticity  
in people 2 years and older. He also  
explained what the most common  
side effects were for Adult Spasticity,  
which I appreciated, as that’s important  
for me to know.”

Ellen paused to take a bite of her pasta, 
then said, “Knowing it’s FDA approved for 
Spasticity made me feel more comfortable. 
And you know, not letting my Spasticity 
define me has been super important to me.”

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION (continued)
BOTOX may cause loss of strength or general muscle weakness, vision problems, or dizziness within hours to weeks of 
receiving BOTOX. If this happens, do not drive a car, operate machinery, or do other dangerous activities. 

Do not receive BOTOX if you are allergic to any of the ingredients in BOTOX (see Medication Guide for ingredients);  
had an allergic reaction to any other botulinum toxin product such as Myobloc® (rimabotulinumtoxinB),  
Dysport® (abobotulinumtoxinA), or Xeomin® (incobotulinumtoxinA); have a skin infection at the planned injection site.

The dose of BOTOX is not the same as, or comparable to, another botulinum toxin product.
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Please see additional Important Safety Information in the following pages and  
on pages 26 and 27.

“I remember telling my 
doctor that if I could just 
get ready with less muscle 
stiffness, it’d mean a lot to 
me,” she said.

“So, I gave BOTOX® a try.  
And let me tell you,  
I’m so glad I did.”

MOST COMMON SIDE EFFECTS*MOST COMMON SIDE EFFECTS*
ADULT UPPER LIMB
• NAUSEA
• FATIGUE
• BRONCHITIS
• PAIN IN EXTREMITY
• MUSCULAR WEAKNESS

ADULT LOWER LIMB
• JOINT PAIN
• BACK PAIN
• MUSCLE PAIN
• RESPIRATORY INFECTION
• INJECTION SITE PAIN

* These do not cover all the possible serious side effects of BOTOX®. Please see the 
Consumer Brief Summary about BOTOX® and the Important Safety Information,  
and talk to your doctor to learn more.



BOTOXBOTOX®® injection:  injection: 

every 12 weeks*
every 12 weeks*

Future Goals:

Improvements:

Questions for my doctor:
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Her friends listened intently as she explained that BOTOX® isn’t just 
a one-time treatment. “As my doctor explained,” Ellen said, “I go for 
BOTOX® injections every 12 weeks or so. We discuss my progress 
during each visit and how I’m responding to treatment. My doctor 
determines how much BOTOX® I need and what muscles need to be 
injected during those visits, based on how I am doing.”

“Believe it or not, I can start to feel when it’s time for another injection,” 
Ellen finished.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION (continued)
Serious and/or immediate allergic reactions have been reported, including itching; rash;  
red, itchy welts; wheezing; asthma symptoms; dizziness; or feeling faint. Get medical help  
right away if you experience symptoms; further injection of BOTOX should be discontinued. 

Tell your doctor about all your muscle or nerve conditions, such as ALS or Lou Gehrig’s disease,  
myasthenia gravis, or Lambert-Eaton syndrome, as you may be at increased risk of serious side effects,  
including difficulty swallowing and difficulty breathing from typical doses of BOTOX. 

Please see additional Important Safety Information in the following pages and on pages 26 and 27.

* BOTOX® treatments may be repeated no sooner than every 12 weeks, 
once the previous treatment wears off.
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“You know me,” said Ellen, “I’ve never been the type to 
keep a journal or a diary.”

“But since starting BOTOX®, tracking my progress has 
been super helpful. I note my improvements, how I’m 
feeling, questions I have, and any future goals I want to 
set for myself. It’s kind of awesome, and it really helps 
me remain focused during each visit with my doctor.” 

Learn more about preparing for treatment with BOTOX®.  
Visit BOTOXspasticity.com/what-to-expect

http://botoxspasticity.com/what-to-expect
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IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION (continued)
Tell your doctor if you have any breathing-related problems. Your doctor may monitor you for breathing problems 
during your treatment with BOTOX for spasticity. The risk of developing lung disease in patients with reduced lung 
function is increased in patients receiving BOTOX. 

Bronchitis and upper respiratory tract infections (common colds) have been reported. Bronchitis was reported 
more frequently in adults receiving BOTOX for upper limb spasticity. Upper respiratory infections were also reported 
more frequently in adults with prior breathing-related problems with spasticity. In pediatric patients treated with 
BOTOX for upper limb spasticity, upper respiratory tract infections were reported more frequently. In pediatric 
patients treated with BOTOX for lower limb spasticity, upper respiratory tract infections were not reported more 
frequently than placebo.

“If you don’t mind me asking,  
how much does BOTOX®  
cost?” Lisa asked. 

“LISA!!!” Marcus squealed. 

“Oh, please. Totally normal  
question. I mean, we have been 
friends for 30 years!” Ellen said. 

Ellen explained that cost is  
different for every individual, 
depending on eligibility. 
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Please see additional Important Safety Information in the following pages and  
on pages 26 and 27.

“There are options,” Ellen began. 

“I have commercial insurance, so most of my out-of-
pocket costs are covered. There may be additional costs 
for the procedure, but really it varies based on healthcare 
provider and insurance coverage. There’s actually a 
pretty cool BOTOX® Savings Program that has helped 
reimburse some of my remaining costs.” 

“I had no idea. That’s great!” Lisa said with a smile as she 
flagged the server for the check.

Learn more about ways to save on BOTOX®. Visit BOTOXspasticity.com/savings.

You may pay as little as $0 for out-of-pocket costs not covered by commercial insurance. 
Text SAVE to 27747* to check your eligibility.

* See Privacy & Terms: BOTOXSavingsProgram.com/Eligibility. Message & data rates may apply. Message frequency may 
vary. Text HELP for help or STOP to end.

http://botoxspasticity.com/savings
http://botoxsavingsprogram.com/eligibility
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As Ellen and her friends headed 
toward the exit, they embraced 
goodbye, promising not to let 
so much time pass by before 
doing this again. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION (continued)
Tell your doctor about all your medical conditions, including if you have or have had bleeding problems; have 
plans to have surgery; had surgery on your face; have weakness of forehead muscles, trouble raising your eyebrows, 
drooping eyelids, and any other abnormal facial change; are pregnant or plan to become pregnant (it is not known if 
BOTOX can harm your unborn baby); are breastfeeding or plan to (it is not known if BOTOX passes into breast milk). 
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Please see additional Important Safety Information in the following pages and  
on pages 26 and 27.

On the drive home with her husband, Ellen reflected on the afternoon. “We had a great time. We talked about 
Lisa’s boys and Marcus’ health scare. But honestly, we talked a lot about my story and the progress I’ve made 
with BOTOX®.” 

She continued, “Maybe one of my friends will pass along this information, and eventually it will make its way 
to someone who is also living with Spasticity, who can then talk to their doctor to learn more. I forget that not 
everyone knows that BOTOX® is an option to treat this condition.”

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION (continued)
Tell your doctor about all the medicines you take, including prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, 
and herbal supplements. Using BOTOX with certain other medicines may cause serious side effects. Do not start any 
new medicines until you have told your doctor that you received BOTOX in the past.  
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Ellen looked out the window and 
smiled. She was proud of her 
determination and motivation to 
seek a treatment option that was 
right for her. 

But most of all, she was proud 
of the fact that she never let 
Spasticity get in her way. 

When living with poststroke Spasticity,

NO GOAL IS TOO SMALL

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION (continued)
Tell your doctor if you received any other botulinum toxin product in the last 4 months; have received injections 
of botulinum toxin such as Myobloc®, Dysport®, or Xeomin® in the past (tell your doctor exactly which product you 
received); have recently received an antibiotic by injection; take muscle relaxants; take an allergy or cold medicine; 
take a sleep medicine; take aspirin-like products or blood thinners.

Other side effects of BOTOX® include: dry mouth, discomfort or pain at the injection site, tiredness, headache, neck 
pain, eye problems: double vision, blurred vision, decreased eyesight, drooping eyelids, swelling of your eyelids, dry 
eyes; drooping eyebrows; and upper respiratory tract infection.
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Please see additional Important Safety Information in the following pages and  
on pages 26 and 27.

Visit BOTOXspasticity.com to learn more  
about treating your Spasticity with BOTOX®

http://BOTOXspasticity.com
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IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION (continued)
Bronchitis and upper respiratory tract infections (common colds) have been reported. Bronchitis was reported 
more frequently in adults receiving BOTOX for upper limb spasticity. Upper respiratory infections were also reported 
more frequently in adults with prior breathing-related problems with spasticity. In pediatric patients treated with 
BOTOX for upper limb spasticity, upper respiratory tract infections were reported more frequently. In pediatric 
patients treated with BOTOX for lower limb spasticity, upper respiratory tract infections were not reported more 
frequently than placebo.

Tell your doctor about all your medical conditions, including if you have or have had bleeding problems; have 
plans to have surgery; had surgery on your face; have weakness of forehead muscles, trouble raising your eyebrows, 
drooping eyelids, and any other abnormal facial change; are pregnant or plan to become pregnant (it is not known if 
BOTOX can harm your unborn baby); are breastfeeding or plan to (it is not known if BOTOX passes into breast milk). 

Tell your doctor about all the medicines you take, including prescription and over-the-counter  
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. Using BOTOX with certain other medicines may  
cause serious side effects. Do not start any new medicines until you have told your doctor  
that you received BOTOX in the past. 

Tell your doctor if you received any other botulinum toxin product in the last 4 months;  
have received injections of botulinum toxin such as Myobloc®, Dysport®, or Xeomin® in  
the past (tell your doctor exactly which product you received); have recently received an  
antibiotic by injection; take muscle relaxants; take an allergy or cold medicine; take a  
sleep medicine; take aspirin-like products or blood thinners. 

Other side effects of BOTOX include dry mouth; discomfort or pain at the injection site;  
tiredness; headache; neck pain; eye problems such as double vision, blurred vision,  
decreased eyesight, drooping eyelids, swelling of your eyelids, and dry eyes; drooping  
eyebrows; and upper respiratory tract infection.

For more information refer to the Medication Guide or talk with your doctor. 

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA.  
Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see accompanying Consumer Brief Summary or visit  
https://www.rxabbvie.com/pdf/botox_pi.pdf for Full Prescribing Information.

If you are having difficulty paying for your medicine, AbbVie may be able to help. 
Visit AbbVie.com/myAbbVieAssist to learn more. 
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USE
BOTOX® (onabotulinumtoxinA) is a prescription medicine that is injected into muscles and used to treat increased 
muscle stiffness in people 2 years of age and older with spasticity. BOTOX has not been shown to help people perform 
task-specific functions with their upper limbs or increase movement in joints that are permanently fixed in position by 
stiff muscles.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
BOTOX may cause serious side effects that can be life threatening. Get medical help right away if you have any 
of these problems any time (hours to weeks) after injection of BOTOX: 

  •  Problems swallowing, speaking, or breathing, due to weakening of associated muscles, can be severe and result in 
loss of life. You are at the highest risk if these problems are preexisting before injection. Swallowing problems may 
last several months. 

  •  Spread of toxin effects. The effect of botulinum toxin may affect areas away from the injection site and cause 
serious symptoms, including loss of strength and all-over muscle weakness; double vision; blurred vision; drooping 
eyelids; hoarseness or change or loss of voice; trouble saying words clearly; loss of bladder control; trouble 
breathing; and trouble swallowing. 

BOTOX may cause loss of strength or general muscle weakness, vision problems, or dizziness within hours to weeks of 
receiving BOTOX. If this happens, do not drive a car, operate machinery, or do other dangerous activities. 

Do not receive BOTOX if you are allergic to any of the ingredients in BOTOX (see Medication Guide for ingredients); 
had an allergic reaction to any other botulinum toxin product such as Myobloc® (rimabotulinumtoxinB), Dysport® 
(abobotulinumtoxinA), or Xeomin® (incobotulinumtoxinA); have a skin infection at the planned injection site.

The dose of BOTOX is not the same as, or comparable to, another botulinum toxin product. 

Serious and/or immediate allergic reactions have been reported, including itching; rash; red, itchy welts; wheezing; 
asthma symptoms; dizziness; or feeling faint. Get medical help right away if you experience symptoms; further 
injection of BOTOX should be discontinued. 

Tell your doctor about all your muscle or nerve conditions, such as ALS or Lou Gehrig’s disease, myasthenia gravis, 
or Lambert-Eaton syndrome, as you may be at increased risk of serious side effects, including difficulty swallowing 
and difficulty breathing from typical doses of BOTOX. 

Tell your doctor if you have any breathing-related problems. Your doctor may monitor you for breathing problems 
during your treatment with BOTOX for spasticity. The risk of developing lung disease in patients with reduced lung 
function is increased in patients receiving BOTOX. 

https://www.fda.gov/safety/medwatch-fda-safety-information-and-adverse-event-reporting-program
http://www.rxabbvie.com/pdf/botox_pi.pdf
https://www.abbvie.com/patients/patient-assistance.html?utm_source=myAbbVie-Assist-URL
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IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION (continued)
BOTOX may cause loss of strength or general muscle weakness, 
vision problems, or dizziness or within hours to weeks of taking 
BOTOX. If this happens, do not drive a car, operate machinery, 
or do other dangerous activities.

Do not receive BOTOX if you are allergic to any of the 
ingredients in BOTOX (see Medication Guide for ingredients); 
had an allergic reaction to any other botulinum toxin 
product such as Myobloc® (rimabotulinumtoxinB), Dysport® 
(abobotulinumtoxinA), or Xeomin® (incobotulinumtoxinA);  
have a skin infection at the planned injection site.

Please see additional Important Safety Information, including 
Boxed Warning, throughout and on pages 26 and 27.

Please see accompanying Consumer Brief Summary or  
visit https://www.rxabbvie.com/pdf/botox_pi.pdf for  
Full Prescribing Information.

IS SPASTICITY GETTING  
IN YOUR WAY? 
If you’re living with Spasticity, treatment should  
be prioritized. BOTOX® is proven to reduce  
muscle stiffness. 
Talk to your doctor today to see if BOTOX®  
is the right treatment for you. 

FIND A BOTOX® SPECIALIST
BOTOXspasticity.com/ 
#find-a-botox-specialist
SCAN QR CODE

SIGN UP FOR BOTOX® UPDATES
BOTOXspasticity.com/ 
savings-support
SCAN QR CODE

http://www.rxabbvie.com/pdf/botox_pi.pdf
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What is the most important information  
I should know about BOTOX?

BOTOX may cause serious side effects that  
can be life threatening, including:

• Problems breathing or swallowing
• Spread of toxin effects

These problems can happen hours, days, to 
weeks after an injection of BOTOX. Call your 
doctor or get medical help right away if you 
have any of these problems after treatment 
with BOTOX:
• Problems swallowing, speaking, or breathing. 

These problems can happen hours, days, to 
weeks after an injection of BOTOX usually 
because the muscles that you use to breathe 
and swallow can become weak after the  
injection. Death can happen as a complication  
if you have severe problems with swallowing  
or breathing after treatment with BOTOX. 
o People with certain breathing problems 

may need to use muscles in their neck to 
help them breathe. These people may be at 
greater risk for serious breathing problems 
with BOTOX.

o Swallowing problems may last for several 
months. People who cannot swallow well 
may need a feeding tube to receive food  
and water. If swallowing problems are 
severe, food or liquids may go into  
your lungs. People who already have  
swallowing or breathing problems before 
receiving BOTOX have the highest risk  
of getting these problems.

• Spread of toxin effects. In some cases, the 
effect of botulinum toxin may affect areas 
of the body away from the injection site and 
cause symptoms of a serious condition called 
botulism. The symptoms of botulism include:  
o loss of strength and muscle weakness  

all over the body
o double vision, blurred vision and  

drooping eyelids
o hoarseness or change or loss of  

voice (dysphonia)
o trouble saying words clearly (dysarthria)
o loss of bladder control
o trouble breathing
o trouble swallowing

These symptoms can happen hours, days, to 
weeks after you receive an injection of BOTOX.

These problems could make it unsafe for you 
to drive a car or do other dangerous activities. 
See “What should I avoid while receiving BOTOX?”

There has not been a confirmed serious case of 
spread of toxin effect away from the injection site 
when BOTOX has been used at the recommended 
dose to treat chronic migraine, severe underarm 
sweating, blepharospasm, or strabismus.

BOTOX® (onabotulinumtoxinA)  
for injection, for intramuscular, intradetrusor,
or intradermal use

CONSUMER BRIEF SUMMARY
Consult Package Insert for  
full Prescribing Information

Patient Information

What is BOTOX?

BOTOX is a prescription medicine that is injected 
into muscles and used:

• to treat overactive bladder symptoms such  
as a strong need to urinate with leaking or 
wetting accidents (urge urinary incontinence), 
a strong need to urinate right away (urgency), 
and urinating often (frequency) in adults when 
another type of medicine (anticholinergic) does 
not work well enough or cannot be taken.

• to treat leakage of urine (incontinence) in  
adults with overactive bladder due to  
neurologic disease when another type of  
medicine (anticholinergic) does not work well 
enough or cannot be taken.

• to treat overactive bladder due to a neurologic 
disease in children 5 years of age and older 
when another type of medicine (anticholinergic) 
does not work well enough or cannot be taken. 

• to prevent headaches in adults with chronic 
migraine who have 15 or more days each month 
with headache lasting 4 or more hours each day.

• to treat increased muscle stiffness in people  
2 years of age and older with spasticity.

• to treat the abnormal head position and neck 
pain that happens with cervical dystonia (CD)  
in adults. 

• to treat certain types of eye muscle problems 
(strabismus) or abnormal spasm of the eyelids 
(blepharospasm) in people 12 years of age  
and older.

BOTOX is also injected into the skin to treat the 
symptoms of severe underarm sweating (severe 
primary axillary hyperhidrosis) when medicines 
used on the skin (topical) do not work well enough.

It is not known whether BOTOX is safe and effective 
in people younger than:

• 18 years of age for treatment of  
urinary incontinence 

• 18 years of age for treatment of  
chronic migraine

• 16 years of age for treatment of  
cervical dystonia

• 18 years of age for treatment of  
hyperhidrosis

• 12 years of age for treatment of  
strabismus or blepharospasm

• 2 years of age for treatment of spasticity

It is not known whether BOTOX is safe and  
effective to prevent headaches in people with  
migraine who have 14 or fewer headache days 
each month (episodic migraine).

It is not known whether BOTOX is safe and  
effective for severe sweating anywhere other  
than your armpits.

Who should not receive BOTOX?

Do not receive BOTOX if you:

• are allergic to any of the ingredients in  
BOTOX. See the end of this Consumer Brief 
Summary for a complete list of ingredients  
in BOTOX. 

• had an allergic reaction to any other  
botulinum toxin product such as Myobloc®, 
Dysport®, or Xeomin®.

• have a skin infection at the planned  
injection site. 

• are being treated for urinary incontinence  
and have a urinary tract infection (UTI). 

• are being treated for urinary incontinence and 
find that you cannot empty your bladder on 
your own (only applies to people who are not 
routinely catheterizing).

What should I tell my doctor before  
receiving BOTOX?

Tell your doctor about all your medical  
conditions, including if you:
• have a disease that affects your muscles and 

nerves (such as amyotrophic lateral sclerosis 
[ALS or Lou Gehrig’s disease], myasthenia  
gravis, or Lambert-Eaton syndrome). See  
“What is the most important information  
I should know about BOTOX?”

• have allergies to any botulinum toxin product.

• had any side effect from any botulinum toxin 
product in the past.

• have or have had a breathing problem, such as 
asthma or emphysema.

• have or have had swallowing problems.

• have or have had bleeding problems.

• have plans to have surgery. 

• had surgery on your face.

• have weakness of your forehead muscles,  
such as trouble raising your eyebrows.

• have drooping eyelids.

• have any other change in the way your face 
normally looks.

• have symptoms of a urinary tract infection (UTI) 
and are being treated for urinary incontinence. 
Symptoms of a urinary tract infection may 
include pain or burning with urination, frequent 
urination, or fever.

• have problems emptying your bladder on  
your own and are being treated for urinary 
incontinence.

• are pregnant or plan to become pregnant.  
It is not known if BOTOX can harm your  
unborn baby.

• are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. It is  
not known if BOTOX passes into breast milk.

This summary contains important risk information about BOTOX. This brief summary is not 
comprehensive and does not take the place of talking with your healthcare provider about your  
medical condition or treatment. To learn more, talk to your healthcare provider or pharmacist.  
For a copy of the full Prescribing Information, visit www.BOTOX.com or call 1-800-678-1605.
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Tell your doctor about all the medicines you 
take, including prescription and over-the-counter 
medicines, vitamins and herbal supplements. 
Using BOTOX with certain other medicines may 
cause serious side effects. Do not start any new 
medicines until you have told your doctor that 
you have received BOTOX in the past.

Especially tell your doctor if you:
• have received any other botulinum toxin  

product in the last four months.
• have received injections of botulinum toxin, 

such as Myobloc® (rimabotulinumtoxinB), 
Dysport® (abobotulinumtoxinA), or Xeomin® 

(incobotulinumtoxinA) in the past. Be sure  
your doctor knows exactly which product  
you received. 

• have recently received an antibiotic  
by injection. 

• take muscle relaxants.
• take an allergy or cold medicine.
• take a sleep medicine.
• take anti-platelets (aspirin-like products) or 

anti-coagulants (blood thinners).

Ask your doctor if you are not sure if your 
medicine is one that is listed above.
Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of  
your medicines with you to show your doctor and 
pharmacist each time you get a new medicine.

How will I receive BOTOX?

• BOTOX is an injection that your doctor will  
give you.

• BOTOX is injected into your affected muscles, 
skin, or bladder.

• Your doctor may change your dose of BOTOX, 
until you and your doctor find the best dose  
for you. 

• Your doctor will tell you how often you will 
receive your dose of BOTOX injections.

What should I avoid while receiving BOTOX?

BOTOX may cause loss of strength or general 
muscle weakness, vision problems, or dizziness 
within hours to weeks of taking BOTOX. If  
this happens, do not drive a car, operate  
machinery, or do other dangerous activities. 
See “What is the most important information  
I should know about BOTOX?”

What are the possible side effects of BOTOX?

BOTOX can cause serious side effects. See 
“What is the most important information I should 
know about BOTOX?”

Other side effects of BOTOX include:
• dry mouth.
• discomfort or pain at the injection site.
• tiredness.
• headache.
• neck pain.
• eye problems: double vision, blurred vision, 

decreased eyesight, drooping eyelids, swelling 
of your eyelids, and dry eyes. 

• drooping eyebrows.
• urinary tract infection in both children and 

adults being treated for urinary incontinence.

• painful urination in adults being treated for 
urinary incontinence.

• bacteria in the urine of children being treated  
for urinary incontinence.

• inability to empty your bladder on your own and 
are being treated for urinary incontinence. If you 
have difficulty fully emptying your bladder after 
getting BOTOX, you may need to use disposable 
self-catheters to empty your bladder up to a few 
times each day until your bladder is able to start 
emptying again.

• allergic reactions. Symptoms of an allergic  
reaction to BOTOX may include: itching, rash, 
red itchy welts, wheezing, asthma symptoms,  
or dizziness or feeling faint. Tell your doctor or 
get medical help right away if you are wheezing 
or have asthma symptoms, or if you become 
dizzy or faint.

• upper respiratory tract infection.

Tell your doctor if you have any side effect that 
bothers you or that does not go away.
These are not all the possible side effects of  
BOTOX. For more information, ask your doctor  
or pharmacist.
Call your doctor for medical advice about side 
effects. You may report side effects to FDA at 
1-800-FDA-1088.

General information about the safe and 
effective use of BOTOX:

Medicines are sometimes prescribed for purposes 
other than those listed in a Medication Guide.  This 
Consumer Brief Summary summarizes the most 
important information about BOTOX. If you would 
like more information, talk with your doctor. You can 
ask your doctor or pharmacist for information about 
BOTOX that is written for health professionals.

What are the ingredients in BOTOX?

Active ingredient:  onabotulinumtoxinA
Inactive ingredients:  human albumin and  
sodium chloride

Manufactured by: Allergan Pharmaceuticals Ireland 
a subsidiary of: Allergan, Inc.
U.S. License Number 1145
Distributed by: Allergan USA, Inc.  
Madison, NJ 07940
©2021 Allergan. All rights reserved. All trademarks 
are the property of their respective owners.
Patented. See: www.allergan.com/patents

You are encouraged to report negative side  
effects of prescription drugs to the FDA.   
Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch or call  
1-800-FDA-1088.

If you are having difficulty paying for your 
medicine, AbbVie may be able to help.  Visit  
AbbVie.com/myAbbVieAssist to learn more.

Ref.  v5.OMG1145  Revised:  February 2021

LAB-7918 MASTER

LAB-7920




